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Gang Activities and Violence
1.) In regards to the standards for membership into the Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs, why do they have these standards?
Outlaw Motorcycle Clubs often include membership standards and which serve various roles. For instance, members should pass several stages before being assigned senior roles. Moreover, adopting such morals demands every club member to participate in the regular club business. The other function of these standards is giving each member an overview of the philosophy and structure of that motorcycle club. Thus, through membership standards, a club member learns the perspectives of the different clubs he might be associated with occasionally (Kuldova & Quinn, 2018). These standards also ensure that clubs members not only respect each other but also respect other outlaw Motorcycle Clubs. Similarly, the ideals ensure team members are self-disciplined and committed, for example, insisting all club members to wear patches. Outlaw Motorcycle clubs feature club colors. Thus, the actions of any member of a group reflect on the entire team morals (Kuldova & Quinn, 2018). As a result, every club must adopt specific standards as a way of policing themselves to evade unintended incidents.

2.) What types of criminal activities are common among women in gangs? Why are the crimes of women in gangs restricted to these types of activities?
Women in gangs engage themselves in crimes like robbery, the sale of weapons, drug trafficking and consumption of illegal drugs such as narcotics (Baskin, 2018). Moreover, women participating in gangs find themselves being abused by other inmates mostly by being sexually assaulted. More so, their participation in these activities becomes restricted as they reach stages like puberty whereby many of them become pregnant and therefore their participation in these criminal activities ought to be limited. Finally, women should be restricted from these groups to ensure prison wardens can manage them easily.

3.) Why do females join gangs? How could the known reasons for their joining be used to try to prevent them from becoming affiliated with gangs?
Studies note that the future, expecting gang females is bleak often leading to arrests (Sharkey, Stifel, & Mayworm, 2017). In this case, social aspects, poverty, isolation, and protection are the major reasons why many females join gangs. Therefore, individuals must be willing to invest in girls’ lives by offering them community support as well as jobs rather than spending money via police to suppress or arrest female gang victims. Thus, Sharkey, Stifel, and Mayworm (2017) outline that helping these females to become worthwhile and productive community members help reduce the number of females and youths in these gangs. 

4.) What types of criminal and deviant activities are common to prison gangs?
Although prisons serve as a form of rehabilitation for lawbreakers, the environment might include some drawbacks. In that, after arresting a criminal, the jail might foster unethical behavior of the victim if he/she joins prison gangs. Furthermore, prisoners tend to form gangs engaging in deviant behaviors such as sexual assault, drug, and substance abuse, and others focus on illegal business such as tattooing. In addition to this, molesting is common in most prisons, so these gangs earn money or other favors by protecting its members (Reiman & Leighton, 2015). New prisoners get bullied by these gangs and forced to serve leaders or members of a gang. Also, tattooing generates revenue for these gangs whereby most groups use certain tattoos to identify themselves from the other prisoners.

5.) Discuss arguments about whether prison gangs are imported into the prison environment or emerge in response to it?
Many new prisoners hardly know their fellow inmates. However, as time progresses, a prisoner interacts with other inmates and gets oriented to various cartels. These cartels might seem beneficial to an inmate as they offer security to their members as well as other basic needs or favors (Reiman & Leighton, 2015). Therefore, it would be relevant to argue that most prison gangs are not imported to prison but instead form as a way of survival or dominance. Furthermore, prisoners in these gangs are rarely bullied by other inmates because these gangs' labels associate them with renowned and feared personalities.

6.) Explain Hirschi’s (1969) view on gangs and how it enriches Hawkins, Catalano, and Miller’s (1992) risk-protective approach to gangs.
The risk-protective approach by Hawkins, Catalano, and Miller seconds Hirschi's social control theory linked to gang violence. Furthermore, Hirschi's view of gangs suggests that delinquency results from social institutions' loss of control over people (Hirschi, 2017). Feeble institutions like some kinds of families, the local communities’ breakdown, as well as the lack of trust in the police and the government are associated with higher deviance rates. Hawkins, Catalano, and Miller state that the ideal strategy for avoiding gang activity and violence is the risk-focused approach (Jenson & Fraser, 2016). This strategy involves the evaluation of risk factors to the formation of gangs, determination of ways through which these aspects have been adequately addressed, and the implementation of such methods to respective high-risk individuals. 
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